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[57] ABSTRACT

Guanosine triphosphate pathway tetrahydrobiopterin syn-
thesis antagonist and/or pterin salvage pathway tetrahydro-
biopterin synthesis antagonists are administered to inhibit
nitric oxide synthesis from arginine in vascular cells in a
subject in need of such inhibition (e.g., for prophylactic or
curative effect for endotoxin- or cytokine-induced hypoten-
sion or for restoration of vascular contractile sensitivity to
pressor agents in the treatment of such hypotension). The
tetrahydrobiopterin synthesis antagonist may be adminis-
tered with o,-adrenergic agonist or with nitric oxide syn-
thase inhibitor. The tetrahydrobiopterin synthesis antago-
nists are also administered to attenuate inflammation caused
by induced nitric oxide production in immune cells.
Unwanted counterproductive or side effects can be elimi-
nated or ameliorated by administration additionally of
levodopa with or without carbidopa and L-5-
hydroxytryptophane.
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